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URUGUAY



URUGUAY’S STI LANDSCAPE AT A GLANCE

Strengths: 
- stable institutions
- human capital
- digital infrastructure

Challenges: 
- low private investment
- fragmented governance
- territorial concentration
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STI GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL COORDINATION

NEW in 2025: 
- Uruguay Innova
- Secretary for Science and 
Knowledge Valorization



TOTAL R&D INVESTMENT (TOP 6, IN THOUSANDS OF USD)



CREATION AND EVOLUTION OF ANII (AND THE ECOSYSTEM)



ANII AND THE IDB – A STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP



ANII’S MANDATE



ANII’S AREAS OF WORK









• Initial model: open, discipline-agnostic scholarships
(national and abroad) to expand Uruguay’s researcher
base.

• Shift to strategic focus: 
• Creation of calls in “áreas estratégicas” 

(Doctorates/Master’s abroad in strategic areas) and 
co-branded tracks (e.g., Fulbright–ANII) to align
training with national priorities

• National scholarships now also include thematic
lines





Public Services Innovation Program in 2024
• Seven Public Open Innovation Challenges 

were launched with the participation of 
various Uruguayan public institutions. 

• These entities identified problems or 
needs related to the services they 
provide to citizens and invited private 
companies to develop innovative 
solutions.





SPRINT UY
New softlanding program co-organized with 
Uruguay XXI. 

Objectives: 
• Establish strong connections between 

startups, investors, and industry leaders
• Offer a detailed overview of the 

entrepreneurial ecosystem and business 
opportunities in Uruguay. 

2024: 13 foreign startups selected
• 4 of them now operate in Uruguay



SOME THOUGHTS ON WHAT MAKES ANII WORK

• Transparent governance and independent 
evaluation committees.

• Multi-stakeholder funding model (public + private 
sectoral funds).

• Robust monitoring and evaluation unit (annual 
follow-up and impact reviews).

• Learning culture and feedback loops to inform 
policy design.

Lesson: Autonomy + data systems build trust and 
policy continuity beyond political cycles.



STRATEGIC PRIORITIES GOING FORWARD

• Digital and green transitions
• Territorial expansion
• New financial instruments (e.g. guarantees)
• Inter-agency collaboration
• System-wide M&E unit for CTI policy evidence

From funding individual projects to shaping 
innovation in strategic areas for Uruguay’s 
future.



THANK YOU!
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